
1. INFORMATION IDENTIFYING THE HOLDER OF THE QUALIFICATION

1.1. Last Name (s)  : xxxx
1.2. First Name (s)  : xxxx
1.3. Date of birth ( day/month/year ) : xxxxx
1.4. Student identification number or code ( if available ) : xxxxxx 

Diploma No     :

Diploma Date  :
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The purpose of the Diploma Supplement is to provide sufficient independent data to improve the international 'transparency' and fair academic and professional 
recognition of qualifications (diplomas, degrees, certificates etc.). It is designed to provide a description of the nature, level, context, content and status of the studies that 
were pursued and successfully completed by the individual named on the original qualification to which this supplement is appended. It is free from any value judgements, 
equivalence statements or suggestions about recognition. This Diploma Supplement model was developed by the European Commission, Council of Europe and UNESCO.
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2.1. Name of qualification and ( if applicable ) title conferred (in original language ) : Uluslararası İlişkiler Yüksek Lisans Derecesi

2. INFORMATION IDENTIFYING THE QUALIFICATION

2.2. Main Field(s) of study for the qualification : International Relations

2.3. Name and status of awarding institution ( in original language ) : Istanbul Bilgi Üniversitesi: Kanunla kurulmuş, Devlet tarafından
tanınan, kar amacı gütmeyen vakıf üniversitesidir. Istanbul Bilgi University: Foundation supported, Public Legal Entity, non-profit State-recognized 
University.

2.4. Name and status of institution ( if different from 2.3 ) administering studies ( in original language ) : Same as 2.3

2.5. Language(s) of instruction / examination : English

3. INFORMATION ON THE LEVEL AND DURATION OF THE QUALIFICATION

3.1. Level of the qualification   :  Second Cycle (Master’s) Degree; Level 7 in National Qualifications Framework for Higher Education in Turkey
(NQF-HETR, TYYÇ)

3.2. Official duration of the programme  in credits and/or years :  2 years, 2 semesters per year, 17 weeks per semester, 120  ECTS

3.3. Access Requirement(s) : .(1) First cycle (Bachelor's degree) (2) National centralized Graduate Education Entrance Examination (3)
Certificate of Istanbul Bilgi University English Language Exam (BILET) or acceptable score of TOEFL or similar 
internationally recognised exams (4) Satisfactory score on the admission interview

4. INFORMATION ON THE PROGRAMME COMPLETED AND THE RESULTS OBTAINED

4.1. Mode of study : Full Time

4.2. Programme Learning Outcomes :

(1) Analyze the main assumptions and perspectives of (neo)realism, (neo)liberalism and constructivism. (2) Describe the main concepts and 
issues in international relations -- such as war, peace, international organizations, and interdependence. (3) Examine from a theoretical 
perspective the main questions in comparative politics relating to human life -- such as the formation of the state, regimes, political 
economy, and social movements. (4) Apply in general terms international relations and comparative politics theories to explain political 
events. (5) Identify in any given country the polical decision makers and list institutions and structures that can limit these actors. (6) 
Predict and discuss the future consequences of political events by taking into account theoretical, historical, social, economic, and 
international circumstances. (7) Have basic knowledge about methods and ethical codes in social sciences, and use these instruments and 
rules in projects. (8) Examine historical processes in at least one of the regions in Turkey’s neighborhood and explain them in a causal 
manner by making use of political science theories. (9) Analyze critically current events in at least one of the regions in Turkey’s 
neighborhood. (10) Conduct academic research in social sciences and administer a project in this field from beginning to end either alone or 
in a group. (11) Present a project conducted individually or by a team. (12) Express opinions about current and historical political events in 
writing, orally and visually.
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4.3. Programme details, individual credits gained and grades/marks obtained :

Year 1 (Spring Semester)Year 1(Fall Semester)
GRECTSCRNameCourseC/EGRECTSCRName CourseC/E

C IR 501 Methodology in Social Sciences  9  9 A E IR 520 Turkey in World Politics  6  6 A

C IR 511 International Relations Theory  9  9 A- E IR 524 Current Issues in the Middle East  6  6 A

E IR 513 States&Non-Muslim Minor. in Mid.East  6  6 A C IR 515 Regional and Comparative Studies  9  9 A

E IR 588 Politics of Energy in Intl. Relations  6  6 B+ C IR 542 Seminar in Pol. Science/Inter.Rel.  9  9 P

Year 2 (Spring Semester)Year 2(Fall Semester)
GRECTSCRNameCourseC/EGRECTSCRName CourseC/E

C IR 601 MA Thesis 1  30  30 P C IR 602 MA Thesis 2  30  30 P

Total Credits : Total ECTS : CGPA : 120  120  3,86
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4.4. Grading system and, if available, grade distribution table :

The official University grading system uses letter grades with pluses and minuses and CGPA calculated by the credit of Istanbul Bilgi 
University. For each course taken, the student is given one of the following grades by the course instructor :

Grade Points Definition

A 4.00 Excellent

A- 3.70 Excellent

B+ 3.30 Good

B 3.00 Good

B- 2.70 Good

C+ 2.30 Average

F 0.00 Fail

P

T

NC

Other letters used to indicate the student's course status are: 

Pass

Transferred course

Non-credit

4.5. Overall  classification of the qualification ( in original language )  : Başarılı (Satisfactory)

5. INFORMATION ON THE FUNCTION OF THE QUALIFICATION

5.1. Access to further study : May apply to third cycle (doctorate) degree programmes.

5.2. Access to a regulated profession ( if applicable ) : This degree entitles the graduate to exercise his/her profession as a specialist  in the field of 
the study.

6. ADDITIONAL INFORMATION

6.1. Additional information : N/A

6.2. Further information sources :
Istanbul Bilgi University, Institute of Graduate Programs, International Relations : http://irma.bilgi.edu.tr/
University website: http://www.bilgi.edu.tr  Diploma Supplement (DS) information web-site: 
http://www.bilgi.edu.tr/en/diploma-supplement/  The Council of Higher Education: http://www.yok.gov.tr  The Turkish ENIC-NARIC 
web-site: http://www.enic-naric.net

7. CERTIFICATION OF THE SUPPLEMENT

7.1. Date :

7.2. Signature :

7.3. Capacity :

Hüseyin Arpacıoğlu

Registrar

7.4. Official stamp or seal :      

19 October 2018

e-signed
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8. INFORMATION ON THE NATIONAL HIGHER EDUCATION SYSTEM

Structure and Degree System

The basic structure of the Turkish National Education System consists of stages of noncompulsory pre-school education; compulsory primary (elementary and middle 

school) and secondary (high school) education; and higher education. Primary education begins at the age of 5.5 (66 months), lasts eight years and comprises elementary 

and middle school education, four years each. Secondary education is also four years and divided into two categories as “General High School Education” and “Vocational 

and Technical High School Education”. The entry into these categories is through composite scores obtained from a centralized exam for secondary schools.

Higher education system in Turkey is managed by the Council of Higher Education (CoHE, Yükseköğretim Kurulu-YÖK) which is an autonomous public body responsible for 

the planning, coordination, governance and supervision of higher education within the provisions set forth in the Constitution of the Turkish Republic and the Higher 

Education Law. Both state and non-profit foundation universities are founded by law and subjected to the Higher Education Law and to the regulations enacted in 

accordance with it.

Higher education in Turkey comprises all post secondary higher education programmes, consisting of short, first, second, and third cycle degrees in terms of the 

terminology of the Bologna Process. The structure of Turkish higher education degrees is based on a two-tier system, except for dentistry, pharmacy, medicine and 

veterinary medicine programmes which have a one-tier system. The duration of these one-tier programmes is five years (300 ECTS) except for medicine which lasts six 

years (360 ECTS). The qualifications in these one-tier programmes are equivalent to the first cycle (bachelor's) plus second cycle (master’s) degree. Undergraduate level 

of study consists of short cycle (associate's)-(önlisans derecesi) and first cycle (bachelor's)-(lisans derecesi) degrees which are awarded after successful completion of 

full-time two-year (120 ECTS) and four-year (240 ECTS) study programmes, respectively.

Graduate level of study consists of second cycle (master's)-(yüksek lisans derecesi) and third cycle (doctorate)-(doktora derecesi) degree programmes. Second cycle is 

divided into two sub-types named as master without thesis and master with thesis. Master programmes without thesis require 60 to 90 ECTS credits and consist of 

courses and a semester project. 60 ECTS non-thesis master programmes are exceptional, and exist in a few disciplines. The master programmes with a thesis require 90 

to 120 ECTS credits, which consists of courses, a seminar, and a thesis. Third cycle (doctorate) degree programmes are completed having earned a minimum of 180 ECTS 

credits, which consists of completion of courses, passing a proficiency examination and a doctoral thesis. Specialization in medicine, accepted as equivalent to third cycle 

programmes are carried out within the faculties of medicine, university hospitals and the training hospitals operated by the Ministry of Health.

Universities consist of graduate schools (lnstitutes) offering second cycle (master's) and third cycle (doctorate) degree programmes, faculties offering first cycle 

(bachelor,s degree) programmes, four-year higher schools offering first cycle (bachelor's) degree programmes with a vocational emphasis and two-year vocational schools 

offering short cycle (associate's) degree programmes of a strictly vocational nature.

Since 2003, first cycle degree holders may apply directly to third cycle (doctorate) programmes if their performance at the first cycle degree level is exceptionally high and 

their national central Graduate Education Entrance Examination (ALES) score is also high and their application is approved. For these students, theoretical part of the 

programmes requires additional courses of 60 ECTS credits.

Admission of national students to short and first cycle degree programmes is centralized and based on a nationwide one/two-stage examination(s) conducted by an 

autonomous public body (Assessment, Selection and Placement Centre-ÖSYM). Candidates gain access to institutions of higher education based on their composite scores 

consisting of the scores on the selection examination and their high school grade point averages. Admission to graduate programmes is directly conducted by the higher 

education institutions (HEls) within the frameworks of the publicly available national and institutional regulations. Admission of foreign students to programmes at all levels 

of higher education can be done by direct applications of candidates to HEls based on publicly available national and institutional regulations.

The Turkish National Qualifications Framework for Higher Education (TYYÇ): The National Qualifications Framework for Higher Education in Turkey (TYYÇ) 

developed with reference to the QF for European Higher Education Area and the EQF for lifelong learning was adopted by the CoHE in 2010. The framework has been 

developed as a part of a single national qualifications framework, which would eventually consists of 8 level national framework covering all levels of educations on 

completion of the ongoing work at the national level, in which the higher education levels lie on levels between 5 to 8.The levels of the TYYÇ with reference to the 

European overarching qualifications frameworks as well as that to ECTS credits and student workload are shown below.
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